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Curriculum Scope and Sequence 
Content Area ELA Course Title/Grade Level: Language Arts/Grade 7 

 
Topic/Unit Name 

 
Reading 

 
Writing 

Suggested Pacing 
(Days/Weeks) 

Topic/Unit #1 Heroes Narrative Writing 7 weeks 

Topic/Unit #2 Facing Challenges 
Science Fiction 

Literary Analysis 7 weeks 

Topic/Unit #3 Historical Hurdles 
Historical Fiction 

Informational & Expository 
Writing 

7 weeks 

Topic/Unit #4 The Medieval World 
Chaucer’s Canterbury 

Tales 

Informational & Expository 
Writing 

7 weeks 

Topic/Unit #5 Heroes of the Holocaust: 
Anne Frank 

Research Writing 7 weeks 
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 Topic/Unit 1 
Title 

Reading:  Heroes 
Contemporary Fiction 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RL7.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas and poems at grade level text- complexity or above, 
scaffolding as needed. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. 
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RI.7.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard (Art) 
1.3.8.D.2 Apply various art media, art mediums, technologies,and 
processes in the creation of allegorical, theme based, two- and 
three-dimensional works of art, using tools and technologies that are 
appropriate to the theme and goals. 
 

Standard 
9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, 
entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income. 
 
Activity 
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Activity 
Students sketch or use digital tools to create a scene depicting an 
important event from The Outsiders to visualize the characters, 
setting, plot, and/or theme. 

Discussion of life choices made by characters and their impact on 
long term financial security, success, and perception of society as it 
relates to characterization within The Outsiders.  

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students sketch or use digital tools to create a scene depicting an 
important event from The Outsiders to visualize the characters, 
setting, plot, or theme. 

Standard 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
 
Activity 
Students sketch or use digital tools to create a scene depicting an 
important event from The Outsiders to visualize the characters, 
setting, plot, or theme. 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● What is a hero, and who can be one? 
● How do individuals display heroism? 
● What makes a good story? 

 
Enduring Understanding 

● Anybody can be a hero if they are a person who is admired for great or brave acts or exceptional qualities. 
● Heroism is displayed through an individual’s speech, thoughts, actions, and their impact on others. 
● Authors write stories consisting of engaging characters, interesting plots, and important themes we can learn from. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● textual evidence, inferences 
● theme/ central idea, objective summary 
● elements of a story- setting, plot, character 
● point of view of different characters/narrators, characterization 
● structure, context clues, connotation, denotation, academic 

Students will be able to: 
● cite to support analysis, make inferences 
● determine theme/central idea; analyze the theme’s 

development throughout the text; create an objective 
summary  

● analyze how one element can affect another element  



6 

vocabulary, tone 
● central idea, theme, objective summary 
● textual evidence  
● discussion procedures 

 

● analyze how the author develops and contrasts points of 
view of different characters 

● analyze author's craft, including structure and word choice, 
and how it impacts the development, mood, and tone  

● determine 2 or more central ideas, analyze the central idea’s 
development throughout the text; create an objective 
summary 

● determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text  
● participate in a variety of discussions, supporting claims with 

textual evidence  
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students read a short story and answer questions regarding setting, plot, theme, characterization, 
and conflict (short constructed responses). 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Book club evaluations 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can provide oral responses to questions 
● Students can illustrate their responses to questions 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their responses to questions 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
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The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton (750L) 
To Be a Hero Perfection Learning (730-1525) 
“The Man in the Water” by Roger Rosenblatt (950L; from Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“The Teacher Who Changed My Life” by Nicholas Gage (1350L; from Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“Malala The Powerful” by Kristin Lewis Scholastic Scope September 2013 (narrative nonfiction) (880L; from Scholastic) 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● short informational articles about various heroes 
● student selected articles and books about heroes 
● reader's notebook 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 Topic/Unit 1 
Title 

 
Writing: Narrative Writing 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to 

another. 
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events. 
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

 
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 
W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
(VPA) 1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of 

Standard 
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balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 
in the creation of two- and three-dimensional artworks, using a broad 
array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of 
creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, 
value, and pattern). 
 
Activity 
Students generate their ideas for their narrative by sketching and/or 
designing a storyboard.  

9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
Students provide written feedback during a peer editing workshop. 
 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students draft a narrative using a digital storyboard application or 
website. 

 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
 
Activity 
Students draft a narrative using a digital storyboard application or 
website. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How do different elements of a narrative work together to create a developed narrative? 
 
Enduring Understanding 

● Dialogue, point of view, plot, and word choice work together to create a developed narrative. 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● writing process 
● task, audience, and purpose for writing 
● point of view, setting, organizational structures 
● dialogue, characterization, plot structure 

Students will be able to: 
● use the writing process to generate a narrative that is 

appropriate to task, audience, and purpose  
● establish a point of view and setting; introduce characters; 

choose organizational structure 
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● transitions 
● word choice (adjectives, figurative language, sensory details 
● conclusion 
● sentence structure 

● write dialogue; set a pace; develop and describe events and 
characters 

● use transitions 
● use appropriate word choice, description, and sensory details 
● provide a reflective conclusion 
● use appropriate sentence structure in writing 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Using a short story studied during the unit, students rewrite the story from a different point of view 
to extend and continue the story. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Writing journals 
● Quick writes 
● Do Nows  
● Exit Slips 
● Peer editing 
● Self-evaluations 
● Drafts 
● Revisions 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can create a story orally and illustrate it 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their story (plot chart) 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● Using a short story studied during the unit, students rewrite the story from a different point of view 
to extend and continue the story. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
mentor excerpts from: 
To Be a Hero Perfection Learning (730-1525) 
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“The Man in the Water” by Roger Rosenblatt (950L; from Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“The Teacher Who Changed My Life” by Nicholas Gage (1350L; from Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“Malala The Powerful” by Kristin Lewis Scholastic Scope September 2013 (narrative nonfiction) (880L; from Scholastic) 
Supplemental materials: 

● Rubrics 
● Scoring Guides 
● Exemplar texts 
● Graphic organizers 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing


12 

 Topic/Unit 2 
Title 

Reading: Facing Challenges  
Science Fiction 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 
 
RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. 
 
RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the claims. 
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RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context and background knowledge) how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 
 
SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
 
SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 
 
SL7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 
 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 
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L7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g. the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard (Science) 
ESS3.B: Natural Hazards:   Mapping the history of natural hazards in 
a region, combined with an understanding of related geologic forces 
can help forecast the locations and likelihoods of future events. 
(MS-ESS3-2) 
ESS3.C: Human Impacts on Earth Systems:   Human activities have 
significantly altered the biosphere, sometimes damaging or destroying 
natural habitats and causing the extinction of other species. But 
changes to Earth’s environments can have different impacts 
(negative and positive) for different living things. (MS-ESS3-3) 
 
Activity 
Based on the science of their book club books, students read several 
non-fiction articles and compare/contrast the science to the science 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career. 
 
Activity 
In small groups students lead the discussions of their book club 
books. 



15 

fiction using graphic organizers.  Topics include: natural disasters, 
cloning, stem cells, and technology. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Based on the science of their book club books, students read several 
non-fiction articles, compare/contrast the science to the science fiction 
and present their findings to their peers in a multimedia format. 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
 
Activity 
Based on the science of their book club books, students read 
several non-fiction articles, compare/contrast the science to the 
science fiction and present their findings to their peers in a 
multimedia format. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How do sci-fi authors use fictional societies to make a point relevant to our own society?  
● How do the characteristics of an individual affect their ability to overcome obstacles?  

Enduring Understandings 
● Through problems that exist in a fictional society, authors draw attention to issues that exist in our own society. 
● Individuals have different characteristics that allow them to overcome obstacles or prevent them from overcoming obstacles. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● textual evidence, inferences 
● theme/ central idea, objective summary 
● elements of a story- setting, plot, character 
● point of view of different characters/narrators, characterization 
● context clues, connotation, denotation, academic vocabulary, 

tone 
● structure 

Students will be able to: 
● cite to support analysis, make inference 
● determine a theme/central idea; analyze its development 

throughout the text; create an objective summary  
● analyze how one element can affect another element  
● analyze the author’s use of point of view of different 

characters or narrators 
● evaluate how individuals, events and ideas influence one 
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● point of view, purpose 
● argument, claims in a text, reasoning and evidence 
● interpretations 
● structure, context clues, connotation, denotation, academic 

vocabulary, tone 
● figurative language, word relationships, nuances 
● discussion procedures 

 

another 
● find the meaning of words using context clues 
● analyze structure including the major sections’ contributions 

to the development of the whole text 
● determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, and 

analyze how it is different from other authors’ 
● determine 2 or more central ideas, analyze the central idea’s 

development throughout the text; create an objective 
summary 

● trace and evaluate distinguishing claims, assess whether the 
reasoning is sound and evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support claims 

● analyze how one topic is presented in different ways and 
how authors use same information but interpret it differently 

● analyze author's craft, including structure and word choice, 
and how it impacts the development, mood, and tone 

● demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings 

● participate in a variety of discussions, supporting claims with 
textual evidence 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Based on students’ book club books, students respond to questions focusing on literary elements 
and techniques (open constructed responses). 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 

● Students can provide oral responses to questions 
● Students can illustrate their responses to questions 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their responses to questions 
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demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
Mentor Texts: 
The Sci-Fi Factor, Perfection Learning (540-1420) 
“All Summer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury (860; Mirrors & Windows; Level 1 Grade 6 Lexile Levels) 
“The Fun They Had” by Isaac Asimov (740; Mirrors & Windows; Level 1 Grade 6 Lexile Levels) 
“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut  (840; from Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“They're Made Out of Meat” by Terry Bisson (short story)  (420; based on Flesch-Kincaid Readability results) 
Supplemental materials: 

● The Giver, Lois Lowry (760L) 
● The House of the Scorpion, Nancy Farmer (660L) 
● Life as We Knew It, Susan Beth Pfeffer (770L) 
● The Uglies, Scott Westerfeld (770L) 
● The City of Ember, Jeanne Du Prau   (680L) 
● Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury (890L) 
● Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins   (630L) 
● Fever Crumb by Phillip Reeve (1000L) 
● Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins (820L) 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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 Topic/Unit 2 
Title 

 
Writing: Literary Analysis/Argument 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding 

of the topic or text. 
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 
D. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 
W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 
W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others, including linking to and citing sources. 
 
W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 
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SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 
 
SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
 
SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 
 
SL7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g. the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 
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C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 
diplomatic, condescending). 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard  
Influence of Science, Engineering, and Technology on Society and the 
Natural World 
(MS-ETS1-1)All human activity draws on natural resources and has 
both short and long-term consequences, positive as well as negative, 
for the health of people and the natural environment. 
(MS-ETS1-1) The uses of technologies and limitations on their use are 
driven by individual or societal needs, desires, and values; by the 
findings of scientific research; and by differences in such factors as 
climate, natural resources, and economic conditions.  
 
Activity 
Based on the science of their book club books, students read several 
non-fiction articles and compare/contrast the science to the science 
fiction using graphic organizers.  Topics include: natural disasters, 
cloning, stem cells, and technology. 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career. 
 
Activity 
Based on the science of their book club books, students read several 
non-fiction articles and compare/contrast the science to the science 
fiction using graphic organizers.  Topics include: natural disasters, 
cloning, stem cells, and technology. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital 
content. 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity 
Students research the science behind the science fiction in their book 
club books and create note cards. 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
 
Activity 
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Students research the science behind the science fiction in their 
book club books and create note cards. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● How can science fiction be compared to contemporary time? 
● How do we synthesize from multiple sources to support a claim? 

 
Enduring Understanding 

● Authors use science fiction to illustrate extreme uses of science as a medium for reflection and discussion of contemporary issues. 
● By pulling together the most meaningful and important information from various sources, we can synthesize the information to 

effectively support a claim. 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● writing process 
● task, audience, and purpose for writing 
● organizational strategies 
● topic, supporting details 
● relevant information 
● transitions 
● academic vocabulary 
● characteristics of genres 
● conclusion 
● reliable sources 
● quote, paraphrase 
● source citation 
● sentence structure 
● multimedia presentation 
● evidence 

 

Students will be able to: 
● use the writing process to generate an informational piece 

that is appropriate to task, audience, and purpose  
● introduce a topic and organize ideas using appropriate 

strategies 
● support topic with details 
● utilize relevant information 
● use transitions effectively 
● use appropriate academic vocabulary 
● use appropriate writing style for the task 
● write a logical conclusion 
● use multiple sources 
● quote, paraphrase, and cite sources 
● use appropriate sentence structure in writing  
● create a multimedia presentation to communicate findings 

using adequate evidence 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
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Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students write an essay comparing and contrasting the society described in “Harrison Bergeron” 
by Kurt Vonnegut with our society today. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Writing journals 
● Quick writes 
● Do Nows  
● Exit Slips 
● Peer editing 
● Self-evaluations 
● Drafts 
● Revisions 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students write an essay comparing and contrasting the society described in “All Summer In A Day” 
by Ray Bradbury with our society today with accommodations such as reduced number of 
paragraphs. 
 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● Students write an essay comparing and contrasting the society described in “Harrison Bergeron” 
by Kurt Vonnegut with our society today. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
Mentor texts: 
The Sci-Fi Factor, Perfection Learning (540-1420) 
“All Summer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury (860; Mirrors & Windows; Level 1 Grade 6 Lexile Levels) 
“The Fun They Had” by Isaac Asimov (740; Mirrors & Windows; Level 1 Grade 6 Lexile Levels) 
“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut  (840; from Holt McDougal Literature Readability Scores) 
“They're Made Out of Meat” by Terry Bisson (short story)  (420; based on Flesch-Kincaid Readability results) 
Supplemental materials: 

● Rubrics 
● Scoring Guides 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

● Exemplar texts 
● Graphic organizers 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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 Topic/Unit 3 
Title 

Reading:  Historical Hurdles 
Historical Fiction 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
4 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

 
RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 
 
RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of 
techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 
 
RL.7.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) a fictional portrayal 
of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter 
history. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 
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RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject 
(e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 
 
RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context and background knowledge) how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 
 
SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
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SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 
 
SL7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase.  

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel).  
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
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Standard 
Amistad Commission Mandate 
 
Activity 
Prior to reading the novel, students define prejudice and stereotyping 
and recognize and identify individual prejudices by completing an 
anticipation guide and discussing their responses. 
 
 
 

Standard 
9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, 
entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income. 
9.1.8.A.3 Differentiate among ways that workers can improve 
earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 
9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
9.1.8.A.5 Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power. 
 
Activity 
Students discuss the similarities and differences between the Logan 
family and their neighbors and the impact of the similarities and 
differences on the Logan’s financial stability: owning one’s land as 
opposed to sharecropping; Mrs. Logan/Mama is a teacher; Big Ma 
sells the farm’s produce at the market; Mr. Logan/Papa works on the 
railroad; the value the Logan family places on education, family, and 
charity 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students nominate their book club book for a literary award by writing 
a business letter to the award selection committee using proper 
business letter format and persuasive techniques. 
 

Standard 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. . 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
 
Activity 
Students nominate their book club book for a literary award by 
writing a business letter to the award selection committee using 
proper business letter format and persuasive techniques. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● How does a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character compare to an historical account of the same period? 
● Can more than one interpretation of the same information be valid? 
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Enduring Understanding 

● By developing a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character, authors of fiction use or alter history to show the human side of 
history.  

● Different interpretations of the same information can be valid when evidence can be used to support each interpretation. 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● textual evidence, inferences 
● theme/ central idea, objective summary 
● elements of a story- setting, plot, character 
● point of view of different characters/narrators, characterization 
● context clues, connotation, denotation, academic vocabulary, 

tone 
● structure 
● point of view, purpose 
● argument, claims in a text, reasoning and evidence 
● interpretations 
● structure, context clues, connotation, denotation, academic 

vocabulary, tone 
● figurative language, word relationships, nuances 
● discussion procedures 

Students will be able to: 
● cite multiple pieces of evidence to support analysis, make 

inference 
● determine a theme/central idea; analyze its development 

throughout the text; create an objective summary  
● analyze how one element can affect another element  
● analyze the author’s use of point of view of different 

characters or narrators 
● evaluate how individuals, events and ideas influence one 

another 
● use of film techniques and oratory 
● find the meaning of words using context clues 
● analyze structure including the major sections’ contributions 

to the development of the whole text 
● determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, and 

analyze how it is different from other authors’ 
● determine 2 or more central ideas, analyze the central idea’s 

development throughout the text; create an objective 
summary 

● trace and evaluate distinguishing claims, assess whether the 
reasoning is sound and evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support claims 

● analyze how one topic is presented in different ways and 
how authors use same information but interpret it differently 

● analyze author's craft, including structure and word choice, 
and how it impacts the development, mood, and tone 
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● demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings 

● participate in a variety of discussions, supporting claims with 
textual evidence 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Based on students’ book club books, students respond to questions focusing on literary elements 
and techniques (open constructed responses). 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can provide oral responses to questions 
● Students can illustrate their responses to questions 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their responses to questions 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor (920L) 
Free at Last (Perfection Learning)  (620-1580) 
Supplemental materials: 
Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper (740L) 
Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani (700L) 
One True Wayby Sharon Hitchcock (560L) 
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Calico Girl by Jerdine Nolen (720L) 
Countdown by Deborah Wiles (800L) 
Juba! by Walter Dean Myers (850L) 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 Topic/Unit 3 
Title 

 
Writing: Informational and Expository  

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g., definition, 
classification, comparison/ contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal style academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

 
W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 
W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others, including linking to and citing sources. 
 
W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions for further research and investigation. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
 
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. A. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a 
means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). B. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims”). 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 
 
SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
 
SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 
 
SL7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
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A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase.  

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel).  
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
Amistad Commission Mandate 
 
Activity 
Students read the picture book Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine 
and rewrite the story and illustrate part of the story from another 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
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character’s point of view.  Henry’s Freedom Box is the true story of 
Henry Brown, a slave who mailed himself in a box to the North to have 
freedom. 

Activity 
In small groups students conduct and present research to visualize 
and understand the setting of Roll of Thunder on topics such as: 
Mississippi, the cotton industry and the impact of the Depression, 
carpetbaggers, Night Riders/KKK, education, segregation, Jim Crow 
Laws. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
In small groups students create a newspaper transforming the events 
of the novel into news stories. 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
 
Activity 
In small groups students create a newspaper transforming the 
events of the novel into news stories. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● How do we synthesize information from multiple sources to examine a topic? 
Enduring Understanding 

● By pulling together relevant information from various sources, we can synthesize the information to effectively examine a topic. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● writing process 
● task, audience, and purpose for writing 
● organizational strategies 
● topic, supporting details 
● relevant information 

Students will be able to: 
● use the writing process to generate an informational piece 

that is appropriate to task, audience, and purpose  
● introduce a topic and organize ideas using appropriate 

strategies 
● support topic with details 
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● transitions 
● academic vocabulary 
● characteristics of genres 
● conclusion 
● reliable sources 
● quote, paraphrase 
● source citation 
● sentence structure 
● multimedia presentation 
● evidence 

● utilize relevant information 
● use transitions effectively 
● use appropriate academic vocabulary 
● use appropriate writing style for the task 
● write a logical conclusion 
● use multiple sources 
● quote, paraphrase, and cite sources 
● use appropriate sentence structure in writing  
● create a multimedia presentation to communicate findings 

using adequate evidence 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Using multiple sources, students conduct research on topics related to the United States in the 
1930s and present their findings to their peers in a multimedia presentation. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Writing journals 
● Quick writes 
● Do Nows  
● Exit Slips 
● Peer editing 
● Self-evaluations 
● Drafts 
● Revisions 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● When conducting their research, students may rely on one credible secondary resource; when 
presenting their findings, students may use note cards or other reference aids. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● Students compare and contrast the 1978 film adaptation of Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry to the 
original novel by Mildred D. Taylor. 
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RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor (920L) 
Supplemental materials: 

● Rubrics 
● Scoring Guides 
● Exemplar texts 
● Graphic organizers 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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 Topic/Unit 4 
Title 

The Medieval World 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (Drama) 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 
 
RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. 
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RI.7.7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium's portrayal of the subject 
(e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 
 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
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Standard (Art) 
1.3.8.D.6 Synthesize the physical properties, processes, and 
techniques for visual communication in multiple art media (including 
digital media), and apply this knowledge to the creation of original 
artworks. 
 
Activity 
Based on the physical descriptions of the pilgrims provided in the 
Prologue, students sketch or digitally create a portrait of one of the 
pilgrims ensuring that all details mentioned in the Prologue are 
included in their renditions. 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have 
evolved regionally, nationally, and globally.  
 
Activity 
As the students read the various tales, they lead small group 
discussions about the pilgrim’s trades, positions in society, and the 
commentary about the pilgrims Chaucer provides in the form of 
satire. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
As the students read the various tales, they lead small group 
discussions about the pilgrim’s trades, positions in society, and the 
commentary about the pilgrims Chaucer provides in the form of satire 
keeping track of their findings on a shared Google doc. 

 

Standard 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of 
decisions.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
 
Activity 
As the students read the various tales, they lead small group 
discussions about the pilgrim’s trades, positions in society, and the 
commentary about the pilgrims Chaucer provides in the form of 
satire. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● Does your position in society determine your personality?  
● How does the point of view of an individual or character impact their understanding and experience? 
● What are various ways that an author develops a theme or central idea? 



39 

Enduring Understanding 
● People of the Medieval world were born into a position in society which governed all aspects of their lives, but today people are free to 

pursue their own interests. 
● Different people react to and interpret information and events in different ways. 
● There are various ways that an author can use to develop a theme or central idea. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● textual evidence, inferences 
● theme/ central idea, objective summary 
● elements of a story- setting, plot, character 
● point of view of different characters/narrators, characterization 
● figurative language, connotative meaning, rhymes, alliteration, 

assonance 
● form or structure (poem or drama - eg: soliloquy, sonnet) 

meaning 
● structure, organization 
● point of view, purpose 
● structure, context clues, connotation, denotation, academic 

vocabulary, tone 
● different mediums, impact 
● figurative language, word relationships, nuances 
● discussion procedures 

Students will be able to: 
● cite to support analysis, make inference 
● determine a theme/central idea; analyze its development 

throughout the text; create an objective summary  
● analyze how one story element can affect another element  
● analyze the author’s use of point of view of different 

characters or narrators 
● find the meaning of words using context clues; analyze the 

impacts of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds 
● analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure 

contributes to its meaning 
● analyze structure including the major sections’ contributions 

to the development of the whole text 
● determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, and 

analyze how it is different from other authors’ 
● determine 2 or more central ideas, analyze the central idea’s 

development throughout the text; create an objective 
summary 

● analyze author's craft, including structure and word choice, 
and how it impacts the development, mood, and tone 

● compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia 
version of the text, analyzing each medium's portrayal of the 
subject and its impact 

● demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings 
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● participate in a variety of discussions, supporting claims with 
textual evidence  

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Using the Canterbury Tales as their models, students create a character sketch of a modern day 
character in a specific profession writing a vividly detailed description of the character, using 
sensory details, strong verbs, and figurative language and including physical, mental, personal, 
emotional, and/or social traits. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can provide oral responses 
● Students can illustrate their responses 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their responses 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● The Canterbury Tales adapted by Zachary Hamby (Reader’s Theater) 
○ The General Prologue 
○ The Knight’s Tale  
○ The Miller’s Tale  
○ The Pardoner’s Tale  
○ The Wife of Bath’s Tale  
○ The Nun’s Priest’s Tale 



 

41 

Supplemental materials: 
● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 Topic/Unit 4 
Title Writing: Informational and Explanatory 

Approximate Pacing 7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g., definition, 
classification, comparison/ contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal style academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

 
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
.  
W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 
W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 
 
L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 
 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard (Social Studies) 
6.2.8.C.4.a. Explain the interrelationships among improved agricultural 
production, population growth, urbanization, and commercialization. 

Standard 
9.1.8.A.2. Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, 
entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  
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6.2.8.C.4.b. Determine the extent to which interaction between the 
Islamic world and medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced 
technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts. 
6.2.8.D.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping 
each empire’s social hierarchy, and evaluate the impact these 
hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of people 
 
Activity 
In conjunction with their social studies unit on Medieval Europe, 
students conduct research about life during the Middle Ages resulting 
in an essay or presentation synthesizing their findings. 

9.1.8.A.3. Differentiate among ways that workers can improve 
earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 
9.1.8.A.4. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
9.1.8.A.5. Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power.  
9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
9.1.8.F.1. Explain how the economic system of production and 
consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal goals. 
 
Activity 
Students examine the daily life of people across different social 
classes in a project entitled Daily Life in the Middle Ages to learn 
how peasants improved their life stations by learning news skills and 
joining craft guilds. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital 
content. 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity 
In conjunction with their social studies unit on Medieval Europe, 
students conduct research about life during the Middle Ages resulting 
in an essay or presentation synthesizing their findings. 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
 
Activity 
In conjunction with their social studies unit on Medieval Europe, 
students conduct research about life during the Middle Ages 
resulting in an essay or presentation synthesizing their findings. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● Why is it important to reflect upon ourselves, our choices, our work, and all aspects of our lives?  
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● Why is it necessary to use evidence in our writing to support a claim?  
Enduring Understanding 

● Self improvement is dependent upon self reflection. 
● Evidence is necessary in order to successfully convey a central idea to our readers.  

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● writing process 
● characteristics of genres 
● claim 
● evidence and reasoning 
● credible sources 
● transitions 
● conclusion 
● sentence structure 
● writing conventions (grammar, mechanics, and usage) 
● academic and domain-specific vocabulary 

Students will be able to: 
● use the writing process to generate a literary analysis piece 

that is appropriate to task, audience, and purpose 
● establish a claim 
● recognize opposing claims 
● support claims with evidence and reasoning 
● utilize credible sources 
● use transitions effectively 
● use appropriate writing style for the task 
● write a logical conclusion 
● use appropriate sentence structure in writing 
● demonstrate knowledge of conventions 
● use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific vocabulary 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Using at least 2 sources, students write an informative/explanatory essay detailing the research 
they conducted about life during the Middle Ages. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Writing journals 
● Quick writes 
● Do Nows  
● Exit Slips 
● Peer editing 
● Self-evaluations 
● Drafts 
● Revisions 
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Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students may rely on one credible secondary source. 
● When presenting their findings, students may use note cards or other reference aids. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● Using at least 2 sources, students write an informative/explanatory essay detailing the research 
they conducted about life during the Middle Ages. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● The Canterbury Tales adapted by Zachary Hamby (Lexile: NP) 
○ The General Prologue 
○ The Knight’s Tale  
○ The Miller’s Tale  
○ The Pardoner’s Tale  
○ The Wife of Bath’s Tale  
○ The Nun’s Priest’s Tale 

Supplemental materials: 
● Discovery Education Social Studies Techbook 
● Rubrics 
● Scoring Guides 
● Exemplar texts 
● Graphic organizers 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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 Topic/Unit 5 
Title 

Reading: Heroes of the Holocaust 
Anne Frank 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
 
RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
 
RL. 7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning 
 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
 
RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of 
techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 
 
RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) a fictional portrayal 
of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter 
history. 
 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 
 
RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
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RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. 
 
RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on ( e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. 
 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
Holocaust Commission Mandate 
 
Activity 
Students learn about heroic actions in the face of adversity.  From a 
menu, students choose historical figures who risked their lives to save 
the lives of others.  Students conduct research and analyze the lives 
of the heroes resulting in presentations for a Holocaust Museum. 
 
(LGBTQ) Students engage in the online game Play Fair and discuss 
the decisions they have made 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
(LGBTQ) Students engage in the online game Play Fair and discuss 
the decisions they have made 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students engage with a digital timeline sequencing world events with 
Anne Frank’s life. 

Standard 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
 
Activity 
In small groups, students lead their book club discussions. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How does intolerance affect school setting, the individual, and the world?  
● Why is it important for us to remember the Holocaust?  
● How can we protect the rights of all people? 
● Are stage directions essential to the reader/viewer's understanding of the play? 

Enduring Understanding 
● Our everyday lives and the world around us are affected by intolerance. 

https://www.annefrank.org/en/education/product/27/fair-play/
https://www.annefrank.org/en/education/product/27/fair-play/
http://edu.annefrank.org/annefrankintroductorylesson/timeline.html
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● It is important for us to remember the Holocaust. 
● It is important to protect the rights of all people. 
● Stage directions are essential to the reader/viewer’s understanding of a play. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● textual evidence, inferences 
● theme/ central idea, objective summary 
● elements of a drama- setting, plot, character, acts/scenes, 

conflict, flashbacks 
● point of view of different characters/narrators, characterization 
● form or structure (poem or drama - eg: soliloquy, sonnet) 

meaning 
● different version techniques 
● differences for fictional portrayal 
● figurative language, connotative, meaning, impact 
● structure contribution, development 
● point of view, purpose 
● interpretations 
● structure, context clues, connotation, denotation, academic 

vocabulary, tone 
●  figurative language, word relationships, nuances 
● discussion procedures 

 

Students will be able to: 
● cite to support analysis, make inference 
● determine a theme/central idea; analyze its development 

throughout the text; create an objective summary  
● analyze how one story element can affect another element  
● analyze the author’s use of point of view of different 

characters or narrators 
● analyze how a drama's or poem's form or structure 

contributes to its meaning 
● analyze the techniques used for different versions (print, 

audio, film, stage) of same source 
● compare and contrast historical fiction and factual text about 

the same time, place, or character 
● find the meaning of words using context clues 
● analyze structure including the major sections’ contributions 

to the development of the whole text 
● determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, and 

analyze how it is different from other authors’ 
● determine 2 or more central ideas, analyze the central idea’s 

development throughout the text; create an objective 
summary 

● analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and 
ideas in a text 

● analyze how one topic is presented in different ways and 
how authors use same information but interpret it differently 

● analyze author's craft, including structure and word choice, 
and how it impacts the development, mood, and tone 
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● demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings 

● participate in a variety of discussions, supporting claims with 
textual evidence  

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Based on students’ book club books, students respond to questions focusing on literary elements 
and techniques (open constructed responses). 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can provide oral responses to questions 
● Students can illustrate their responses to questions 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their responses to questions 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank (1080L) (excerpts) 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett (Lexile: NP) 
Supplemental materials: 
grade appropriate trade books focusing on heroes of the Holocaust 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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 Topic/Unit 5 
Title 

 
Writing: Research  

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
7 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g., definition, 
classification, comparison/ contrast, cause/effect, etc) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia). 

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

 
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  
 
W.7.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions 
for further research and investigation. 
 
W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
 
W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

A. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 

B. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
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A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and when warranted, modify their own views. 

 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 
 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 
L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
Holocaust Commission Mandate 
Activity 
Students learn about heroic actions in the face of adversity.  From a 
menu students choose historical figures who risked their lives to save 
the lives of others.  Students conduct research and analyze the lives 
of the heroes resulting in presentations for a Holocaust Museum. 

Standard 
9.1.8.E.8 Recognize the techniques and effects of deceptive 
advertising 
 
Activity Evaluating Credible Resources and Websites  
With the assistance of the media specialist, students learn to 
evaluate the credibility and authenticity of websites.  

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UPItByBwF-OEhPRaxjkn59kIFd6hKY_lZ2Rte5HpmkE/edit?usp=sharing
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Activity 
Students learn about heroic actions in the face of adversity.  From a 
menu, students choose historical figures who risked their lives to save 
the lives of others.  Students conduct research and analyze the lives 
of the heroes resulting in presentations for a Holocaust Museum. 

 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
 
Activity 
Students learn about heroic actions in the face of adversity.  From a 
menu, students choose historical figures who risked their lives to 
save the lives of others.  Students conduct research and analyze the 
lives of the heroes resulting in presentations for a Holocaust 
Museum. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How can I determine the validity of a source? 
● How do I determine what information to include in a research project?  
● How does a writer determine the best way to organize information? 

Enduring Understanding 
● It is necessary to use sources that are valid. 
● It is important to use relevant and meaningful information in a research project. 
● Information can be organized in various ways depending upon the task. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● writing process, task, audience, purpose of writing 
● research project, multimedia sources, works cited 
● research question 
● research sources 
● source credibility 
● quote, paraphrase, source citation 
● literary evidence 
● topic, supporting details 

Students will be able to: 
● use the writing process to generate a research piece that is 

appropriate to task, audience, and purpose 
● conduct a short research project answering a research 

question, 
● gather information from multiple multimedia sources, and 

include a works cited 
● evaluate the credibility of sources 
● quote, paraphrase, and cite sources 
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● relevant information 
● transitions 
● academic vocabulary 
● characteristics of genres 
● writing styles 
● conclusion 
● sentence structure 
● writing conventions (grammar, mechanics, and usage) 

● use literary evidence to support analysis, reflection, and 
research 

● introduce a topic 
● support topic with details 
● utilize relevant information 
● use transitions effectively 
● use appropriate academic vocabulary 
● use appropriate writing style for the task 
● write a logical conclusion 
● use appropriate sentence structure in writing  
● demonstrate knowledge of conventions 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Using multiple sources, students conduct research and analyze the lives of the heroes resulting in 
presentations for a Holocaust Museum 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Writing journals 
● Quick writes 
● Do Nows  
● Exit Slips 
● Peer editing 
● Self-evaluations 
● Drafts 
● Revisions 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● When conducting their research, students may rely on one credible secondary resource; when 
presenting their findings, students may use note cards or other reference aids. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards  
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

Benchmark writing assessments are administered in Units 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
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RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank (1080L) 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
Supplemental materials: 

● grade appropriate trade books focusing on heroes of the Holocaust 
● Rubrics 
● Scoring Guides 
● Exemplar texts 
● Graphic organizers 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing

